Dear MAFL Fund Contributors and Interested Bystanders,
Vindication this weekend for the Model as the much-unfancied Tigers clung on to win by 3 against the Crows, returning almost 25% of initial funds, and the Dons (who firmed from the $5.50 at which we wagered to $4.60 by game time) led for three quarters before falling just over 3 goals short against the Eagles.
So, 1 correct bet out of 4, moving us to 9½ and 17½ for the season, and an 8.12% return for the week, pushing the share price back up to $0.9075, fractionally above where it was at the end of the fateful Round 3.
The Dons aside, the two other losing bets featured the Model’s blind-spot team, the Blues, on which it’s lavished its attention on four separate occasions now, all of them unrequited, and the Hawks, similarly spurnful, though only half as often, as the following table shows:
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Ave Margin

W L Outlayed ROF ROI

Adelaide 1 0 0.72% 0.43% 60.00%

Brisbane Lions 1 1 4.14% (2.34%) (56.55%)

Carlton 0 4 14.80% (14.80%) (100.00%)

Collingwood

Essendon 0 2 8.29% (8.29%) (100.00%)

Fremantle 1.5 0.5 5.38% 5.35% 99.28%

Geelong

Hawthorn 0 2 6.31% (6.31%) (100.00%)

Kangaroos 1 3 8.60% (5.92%) (68.86%)

Melbourne 1 1 6.09% (1.46%) (23.93%)

Port Adelaide 0 1 3.37% (3.37%) (100.00%)

Richmond 1 1 6.38% 21.64% 339.36%

St Kilda 0 1 2.08% (2.08%) (100.00%)

Sydney 1 1 6.53% 2.40% 36.73%

West Coast 1 0 3.47% 1.39% 40.00%

Western Bulldogs 1 0 4.59% 4.13% 90.00%

Total 9.5 17.5 80.75% (9.25%) (11.45%)


Still no bets on Collingwood or Geelong, though next weekend might well change this. (And isn’t that Richmond line oh so pretty?!)

Moving from betting to tipping, the Model tipped 5 from 8 this week, moving it to 35 and 29, or 60.9%. The three incorrect tips included the Tigers’ major upset over the Crows, the Lions thumping of Port (with whom we are now 0 and 3 when tipped, all of them as favourites), and the Swans victory over the Western Bulldogs (a fine time for the Model to stop tipping Sydney).
So, here’s how the Model’s tipping has fared on a team-by-team basis, compared to each team’s season record:
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W L W L W L W L W L

Adelaide 5 2 5 2 6 2 W L W W W W W L

Brisbane Lions 2 1 0 1 2 2 3 5 L W L L L L W L W

Carlton 0 0 2 6 W L L L L L W L

Collingwood 3 0 2 0 5 0 6 2 L W W W W W L W

Essendon 0 1 0 1 0 2 1 7 W L L L L L L L

Fremantle 2 2 0 1 2 3 5 3 L W W L W W L W

Geelong 1 2 1 2 3 5 W W L L L L W L

Hawthorn 2 1 2 1 4 4 W L W W W L L L

Kangaroos 0 0 2 6 W L L L L W L L

Melbourne 2 1 2 1 5 3 L L L W W W W W

Port Adelaide 0 3 0 3 2 6 L W L W L L L L

Richmond 1 0 1 0 2 0 4 4 L L L W W W L W

St Kilda 3 3 3 3 4 4 L W W L L W L W

Sydney 3 2 1 1 4 3 5 3 L L W L W W W W

West Coast 6 1 6 1 7 1 W W W W W L W W

Western Bulldogs 3 0 2 2 5 2 5 3 W W W W L L W L

Total 33.0 19.0 2.0 0.0 4.0 6.0 39.0 25.0

63.5% 100% 40.0% 60.9%


One of the interesting points to note from this table is that there are now only three teams with 2 or more back-to-back victories: West Coast, Sydney and Melbourne. Also of note is the Model’s record with Collingwood where it’s 5 and 0 (including 2 and 0 as only equal favourites) against a season record of 6 and 2, and its record with West Coast, where it’s 6 and 1 against a season record of 7 and 1.
This weekend saw a continuation of the huge victory margins we saw last weekend, once more making margin prediction fraught. Consequently, even with 5 correct tips from 8, the Model’s average margin prediction error this week was 51.4 points, its second-worst result of the season, dragging its season average up to 34.1 points per game. With the weekend’s results the proportion of victories by 11 points or fewer has moved back towards the long-term average: for season 2006 it now stands at 26.6% (17 of 64).
Last week, I mentioned that I calculate the combined probability of the weekend’s eight winners using the Sportsbet odds that I have from nearest game time. Here’s an update on this, including this weekend’s results and a ‘par’ tipping score based on selecting Sportsbet favourites for every tip:
	Round
	Combined Odds for Eight Winners
	Par Tipping Score

	1
	327/1
	5

	2
	146/1
	6

	3
	253/1
	5.5

	4
	350/1
	3

	5
	112/1
	6

	6
	254/1
	4

	7
	176/1
	5

	8
	164/1
	5.5


So, despite the Tigers’ huge upset, this was only the third most surprising weekend so far this season.
For once it’s nice to say that I wasn’t all that surprised.
(As always, the Fund is open for buying or selling until 5pm Wednesday at the prevailing share price).

‘Til Thursday,
Tony

